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“REPORT OF THE INQUIRY INTO THE CITY OF JOONDALUP” 
Statement by Minister for Local Government and Regional Development 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre - Minister for Local Government and Regional Development) 
[2.31 pm]:  I inform the house of the “Report of the Inquiry into the City of Joondalup”, prepared by Mr Greg 
McIntyre, SC.  I remind the chamber that the council of the City of Joondalup was suspended in December 2003 
by the then Minister for Local Government and Regional Development.   
Mr McIntyre was appointed in May 2004 as an inquiry panel consisting of one person to inquire into the 
operations and affairs of the City of Joondalup.  Mr McIntyre’s report recommends that the council be dismissed.  
He concludes that the council failed to provide good government by making decisions that were not rational or 
ethically sound.   
The report is damning of a number of individual councillors who, Mr McIntyre believes, engaged in conduct that 
was unreasonable, inappropriate and otherwise unethical.  Mr McIntyre believes that this conduct contributed to 
the poor relationships within the council and to the eventual dysfunction of the council.   
Mr McIntyre is also damning of the conduct of Mr Denis Smith, the former chief executive officer of the City of 
Joondalup.  No fewer than 13 of the 72 specific conclusions in Mr McIntyre’s report were adverse to Mr Smith.  
The report concludes that Mr Smith provided false information to the inquiry about his post-graduate 
qualifications.  It also concludes that he intentionally deceived the Coffs Harbour City Council and the 
Warringah City Council in New South Wales by misrepresenting his qualifications and that, furthermore, he lied 
to a NSW court. 
Mr McIntyre’s report has been referred to the Corruption and Crime Commission of Western Australia.  As well 
as recommending dismissal of the council, Mr McIntyre makes 24 other recommendations.  Several of them 
promote good practice by local government in general and will therefore be considered.  However, I would like 
to make specific mention of a recommendation that proposes an assessment of whether elected councillors 
should be replaced by appointed commissioners.  Whilst I acknowledge Mr McIntyre’s expertise in 
administrative law, I wish to make it clear that the government is committed to maintaining a system of 
democratically elected councils.  I wish to make it clear that I will not remove the right of ratepayers and 
residents to elect their representatives.  I will not replace democratically elected councillors with permanent 
commissioners, and that is why I will not support the second recommendation. 
The City of Joondalup and suspended council members have 35 days from today to respond to the report.  In 
accordance with my obligations under the Local Government Act 1995, I will decide what action to take after I 
have received the advice of the city and councillors.  If I decide that the council should be dismissed, I will 
recommend that the Governor give effect to this recommendation and set a date for new elections and appoint 
commissioners to govern until the elections are held and a new council for the City of Joondalup is sworn in. 
I table the “Report of the Inquiry into the City of Joondalup”. 
[See paper 862.] 

Publication - Motion 
Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I move - 

That this house authorise the publication of the “Report of the Inquiry into the City of Joondalup”, 
October 2005. 

Question put and passed. 
 


